THE   COUP   D'ETAT

Fascists, we cannot continue passively to accept any longer the
improvidence, the lack of foresight and organisation, and the
absurd lethargy shown by the Government of Dr. Negrin. These
critical times through which we are passing, and the climax which
is approaching, impel us to end the silence and uncertainty which
have increased our mistrust in that handful of men who still claim
the title of government, but in whom nobody believes and nobody
trusts.

Several weeks have passed since the war in Catalonia ended
with general desertion. All the promises which were made to the
people in most solemn moments were forgotten, all duties ignored,
all their undertakings trampled underfoot. While the people were
sacrificing several thousands of their best sons in the bloody arena
of battle, the men who had put themselves to the fore in demanding
resistance deserted their posts and sought a means of saving their
lives even at the cost of their dignity, by the most shameful flight.

This must not happen again in the rest of anti-Fascist Spain.
We cannot tolerate that while the people are expected to keep up
mortal resistance, their leaders should be preparing for a comfort-
able and lucrative flight. We cannot permit that while the people
struggle, jight and die, a few privileged persons should continue
their life abroad.

To prevent this, to remove the memory of that shame, to avoid
desertion at the gravest moments, the National Council of Defence
has been formed, and to-day, taking full responsibility for the
importance of our mission, with absolute certainty of our past,
present and future loyalty, in the name of the National Council
of Defence which has picked up authority from where Dr. Negrin's
Government threw it away, we address all Workers, all
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